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REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 


Nationwide Military Situation (2023 December) 


By the end of 2023, the People’s Revolution has reached a critical tipping point. The current 
military dynamics indicate the successful transition by the revolutionary forces from strategic 
defence to strategic offensive. 

For over two years, the People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the People’s Defence Organization 
(PDO) of the National Unity Government (NUG), along with the Ethnic Revolutionary 
Organizations (EROs) and local revolutionary groups have actively engaged in combat 
against the Myanmar military and successfully captured towns, outposts, bases, and 
territories in various regions, in addition to escalating attacks on urban targets in major cities 
like Yangon and Mandalay. In December, the towns of Monglon, Maw Lu, Namhsan, 
Namkham, Manton, Namtu, and Mongngawt were among the seven captured. Throughout 
the nearly three-year-old Spring Revolution, a total of 26 towns - M’kuiimnu, Mese, Pang 
Hseng, Chinshwehaw, Hpawng Hseng, Monekoe, Kawlin, Khampat, Nan Mei Khon, Kunlong, 
Rihkhawdar, Shwe Pyi Aye, Injangyang, Lalengpi, Konkyan, Rezua, Webula, Surkhua, Hnaring, 
Monglon, Maw Lu, Namhsan, Namkham, Manton, Namtu, and Mongngawt — have been 
captured and are under full control. Notably, Kawlin town, the district capital located in the 


Upper plains, was captured under the command of the No. (1) Military Region. The majority 


of trade posts along the borders of the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of India, 
and the Kingdom of Thailand have either been captured or are under the influence of various 
revolutionary forces. 

A significant development in 2023 is the gradual advance of the People’s Defence Force 
(PDF) and other revolutionary forces into areas surrounding major cities like Yangon, 
Mandalay, and Naypyidaw. Urban warfare is systematically emerging, highlighting the 
capability to assault urban targets in large cities and other towns as deemed necessary. The 
well-equipped battalions of the People’s Defence Force played a leading role in capturing 
towns and enemy bases. As the strategic fighting forces of the Myanmar military comprising 
Light Infantry Divisions (LIDs) and Military Operations Commands (MOCs) were considerably 
weakened due to persistent attacks from the revolutionary forces, it is evident that the 
operational and mobilizing capabilities of the Myanmar military were markedly crippled by 
the end of 2023. 

The 99th Light Infantry Division (LID-99), 101st Light Infantry Division (LID-101), 1st Military 
Operations Command (MOC-1), 7th Military Operations Command (MOC-7) , 12th Military 
Operations Command (MOC-12), and 16th Military Operations Command (MOC-16) have 
all experienced diminishing strength due to sustained attacks and Brigadier General Min Min 
Tun, the commander of LID-101, and Brigadier General Zin Myo Swe, the commander of 
MOC-19, were captured by Palaung State Liberation Front/ Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(PSLF/TNLA) and United League of Arakan/ Arakan Army (ULA/AA) respectively. Additionally, 
the Laukkai Regional Operations Command (Laukkai ROC) was encircled and under constant 


assault. The overall situation nationwide indicates that the Myanmar military is grappling 


with limitations in fighting strength and is unable to deploy reinforcement to areas under 
attack. 

In the aftermath of recent major defeats, it is reported that the military has adopted a 
defensive stance in certain areas rather than preparing for offensive operations. Crucial lines 
of communication (LOCs), such as Mandalay-Lashio-Muse Road, Myitkyina-Shwebo Road, 
and Myawaddy border trade route, are no longer under the complete control of the 
Myanmar military. The inability to secure Pyinoolwin, a central military hub housing various 
military academy, and the attacks on the Central Command, located within Mandalay City, 
highlights the diminishing territorial control of the military in strategically important regions. 
Operation 1027, spearheaded by the Three Brotherhood Alliance (3BHA), has propelled the 
revolutionary defensive war to the next stage. This is particularly evident when looking at 
the control of the 3BHA over towns and crucial lines of communication in the northern Shan 
State by the 3BHA. In Rakhine State, the Myanmar military has also suffered the loss of 
hundreds of outposts and bases. Confronted with significant defeats in Northern Shan state 
and Rakhine state, the terrorist military has also resorted to employing chemical weapons, a 
globally unacceptable and condemned tactic. 

When assessing the nationwide military situation, two major forms of warfare have become 
apparent. In certain regions, especially in Shan State (North), Upper Rakhine State, Upper 
Sagaing Region, and the Karenni (Kayah) State, the People’s Defence Force (PDF) and various 
Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs) have engaged in conventional warfare alongside 
guerrilla tactics. In other regions, forms of unconventional warfare, including guerrilla 


attacks, urban operations, and the disruption of lines of communication to exhaust the 


enemy are predominantly observed. The military successes, such as the capture of towns 
and enemy bases, and the creation of favourable conditions for the complete defeat of the 
military dictatorship are attributed to the relentless attacks of the People’s Defence Force 
(PDF), the People’s Defence Organization (PDO), and various revolutionary groups to the 
enemy throughout the country, particularly in the central plains, for over two years, the 
assistance of the Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs) that aligned with the Myanmar 


people, and the unwavering support and resilience of the public. 


Military Situation in Sagaing, Magway, Bago, Mandalay (2023 
December) 


Sagaing Region 

On December 23rd, 2023, the combined forces of the People’s Defence Force (PDF), the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the Kachin Region People’s Defence Force (KPDF), the All 
Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), local People’s Defence Organization (PDO), and 
local People’s Security Organization (PSO) operating under the command of No. (1) Military 
Region successfully captured Maw Lu Town in Indaw Township, Katha District, Sagaing 
Region. In Tigyaing Town, where intense urban battles are unfolding, the People’s Defence 
Force has gained a foothold over most of the urban terrain and continues to launch attacks 
on remaining positions using drones and snipers. In Khampat Town, controlled by 
revolutionary forces, the Myanmar military columns advanced with the assistance of air 


support from Mi-2 helicopters in an attempt to retake the town but were ultimately defeated. 


A bombing operation targeting the Northwestern Command in Monywa with drones 
resulted in the death of five military officers. Faced with defeats on multiple fronts, civil 
servants under the military regime in the Katha District are surrendering en masse, and the 
Pyusawhti militia groups in the western Shwebo area are preparing for defence only. The 
encirclement of a terrorist military column near Ku Gyi Village, Sar Taung Town by the 
People’s Defence Force (PDF) prompted the deployment of an Mi-35 helicopter by the 
Myanmar military to provide air support. 

Under the command of the No. (1) Military Region, Maw Lu Town, and military strongholds 
in Sagaing Region were captured and enemy columns were encircled. Tagyaing Town and 
Pinlebu Town were constantly under revolutionary attacks. 

Magway Region 

The joint forces of the People’s Defence Force (PDF) battalions, Myanmar Defence Force 
(MDF), and Phoe Hla Gyi Company of Chauk PDF successfully captured the Ka Zun Ma Police 
Station near the No. (21) Defence Industry (DI-21 or KaPaSa-21), an aerial bomb 
manufacturing site, in Seikphyu Township, Magway Region. Additionally, revolutionary 
forces launched attacks on Lin Ka Taw Police Station at the crossroads of Yesagyo, Myaing, 
and Salingyi Township, and Yae Myet Ni Police Station strategically located on the Kale- 
Gangaw-Salingyi Road in Gangaw District. The coalition of various revolutionary groups 
successfully captured the Myittha Dam military outpost in the southern Gangaw area. These 
strategic attacks and captures of enemy outposts have been carried out under the command 


of No. (1) Military Region. 


A series of strategic military outposts in the Magway Region have been attacked and 
captured by revolutionary forces and their guerilla activities in the townships east of the 
Ayeyarwaddy River are observed to have increased. 

Bago Region 

The People’s Defence Force (PDF), Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), and the allies 
successfully captured Mone Town in Bago Region, along with a sentry post between Ka Nyut 
Kwin Village and Hpa Yar La Har Village, Nyaung Pin Thar Police Station along the old 
Yangon-Mandalay Highway, and a 15-strong military checkpoints at the foothills Bago Yoma 
in Minhla Township. The battle for Mone Town resulted in the annihilation of the 590th Light 
Infantry Battalion (LIB-590), Mone Police Station, Kawt Pyin outpost, 599th Light Infantry 
Battalion (LIB-599), and Mone Thar Si Bridge sentry post. The increased control over the 
eastern regions of the Sittaung River is attributed to the capture of Mone Town. 

In addition to the capture of Mone Town, attacks were conducted in townships in Bago 
Region (East) including Taungoo, Yedashe, and Phyu, and townships in Bago Region (West) 


including Paukkhaung, Paungde, Nattalin, Gyobingauk, Okpho, and Minhla. 


Mandalay Region 

Among the districts in the Mandalay Region, a significant number of combat actions have 
been observed in Pyinoolwin, Mandalay, Myingyan, Kyaukse, and Meiktila, with a particular 
focus on the Pyinoolwin and Myingyan Districts. Frequent attacks on military columns and 


convoys have occurred in Thabeikkyin, Singu, Kyar Hnyat, and Madaya—areas east of the 


Ayeyarwady River, serving as an entrance to the Mandalay Region. Notably, the 20th and 
21st December attacks on the Central Command in Mandalay city involved kamikaze drones 
and six (107) mm rockets, targeting the residences of the Regional Commander and the 
Deputy Regional Commander, as well as the living quarters of female soldiers. Urban 
operations in Mandalay City are intensifying, focusing on No. 4, No. 6, and No. 9 Police 
Stations, along with the central guard post of Ohbo Prison. 

In response to this military situation, the Myanmar military is deploying reinforcements to 
the Pyinoolwin area, known for housing numerous military academies, and fortifying their 
positions for defensive purposes. The escalation in attacks on urban targets is particularly 
noticeable in Mandalay City, with an increase in combat actions in areas east of the 


Ayeyarwady River, which serves as a crucial entry point into Mandalay. 


Military Situation in Kachin, Chin, Rakhine and Shan States (2023 
December) 


Kachin State 


In Kachin State, combat actions unfolded in Brigade (2), (3), (5), and (8) areas. The Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) successfully captured the sentry post of the military radar station 
near Ong San Hseng Village, Mohnyin Township and launched attacks on over 200-strong 
military outposts of Da Lu Hill and Wan Ma Lar Hill along the Tanai-Shin Bway Yang Road in 
Tanai Township. The military outpost situated in In Dang Gar Village, Machanbaw Township 


has been withdrawn and retreated. The KIA and allies attacked and seized the base of 


Tarlawgyi Local Militia south of Waingmaw-Nam San Yang Road, Myitkyina Township, and 
the base of U Shwe Min-led Militia in Baw Sar Dee Village, Waingmaw Township. 

In Kachin State, strategic military bases have been captured and several outposts withdrawn. 
Along the Kachin front, the majority of enemy forces are being encircled by the combined 


forces of the Kachin Independence Army and various revolutionary groups. 


Chin State 


In Paletwa Township, Chin State, the Arakan Army (AA) and Maraland Defence Force (MDF) 
achieved the successful capture of the Hnone Bu Tactical Command Post and Hta Ron Aing 
Tactical Command Post. In Matupi Township, Matupi District, a coalition of Chin defence 
forces, including CDF-Matupi, CDF-Mindat, CDF-Lautu, and CNDF, launched an attack on the 
50-strong Theboi outpost on December 18, ultimately securing control of the outpost on 
December 19. 

In Hakha Township, Hakha District, the combined forces of CNA, CDF-Hakha, CDF-Thantlang, 
and CDF-KKG launched an assault on the Bungzung outpost along the Chin-Magway border, 
situated along the Hakha - Gangaw Road as part of Operation Archuangtlang. The outpost 
was successfully captured on December 18. In the aftermath, the Gangaw Township People’s 
Defence Force (PDF Gangaw) engaged the routed and fleeing troops from the Bungzung 
outpost, resulting in 2 fatalities and 5 serious injuries. Urban operations are underway in 
Hakha Town and Mindat Town. Additionally, the Taingen outpost on the Kale - Tedim Road, 


a vital line of communication, was targeted.In Chin State, armed confrontations are unfolding 


intensely, leading to the capture of military outposts and tactical command posts, while 
urban resistance poses a challenge to the military's control. 


Rakhine State 


From 13th November, when hostilities resumed in Rakhine State, and in the second week of 
December, the Arakan Army (AA) successfully captured over 100 enemy bases, garrisons, 
and outposts. In the Maungdaw border trade zone, only the No. 6 Border Guard Police (BGP) 
Battalion in Inn Din Village and Mawrawaddy Tactical Command Post remain standing, while 
the Arakan Army (AA) asserts control from Ah Ngu Maw Port to the Inn Din BGP Battalion. 
In Rakhine State, the military council is under immense military pressure, leading to the 
deployment of all available ground, naval, and aerial resources, and resorted to oppressing 
the civilian population rather than addressing the revolutionary forces. The military's 
blockade of roadways and waterways in Rakhine State for almost two months has resulted 
in substantial hardships for the local populace in terms of their daily living and sustenance. 
As the military council is experiencing a series of heavy defeats in the Rakhine State, their 


actions continue to violate the basic human rights of the Rakhine people. 


Shan State 


In Northern Shan State, a total of 6 towns - Namkham, Namhsan, Manton, Namtu, Monglon, 
and Mongngawt — were captured, leading to the loss of control by the Myanmar military 
over the Mandalay-Lashio-Muse Road. The Northeastern Command, located in Lashio, 


Northern Shan State, finds itself encircled, while the Central Command in Mandalay is unable 


to send reinforcements due to the blockade of the Pyinoolwin-Nawnghkio Road. Intense 
combat actions have been observed in Muse District, Lashio District, and Kyaukme District, 
resulting in the death of the commander of the 79th Infantry Battalion (IB-79) of the 99th 
Light Infantry Division (LID-99), and the commander of the 579th Infantry Battalion (IB-579) 
of the 14th Military Operations Command (MOC-14) as well as the capture of the 
commander of the 69th Infantry Battalion (IB-69). The Three Brotherhood Alliance (3BHA) 
released a statement alleging the use of chemical weapons by the Myanmar military in the 
battle of Nam Sa Lat outpost. 

The terrorist military council has lost control of strategic towns and crucial lines of 
communication in Northern Shan State, relying solely on-air transport for reinforcements. 
Military Situation in Karen, Mon, Tanintharyi, Karenni, Yangon, Ayeyarwaddy (2023 


December) 


Karen State 

In Karen State, the revolutionary forces undertook an attempt to capture Kawkareik Town, 
blockaded the Myawaddy-Kawkareik Road, and utilized drones to bomb District and 
Township Police Stations in Myawaddy Town. The expanding territorial control of the 
revolutionary forces in Karen State has led to increased deployment of security forces by the 
military in Hpa-An, the state capital. In the Brigade (5) area, the Karen National Liberation 
Army (KNLA) successfully captured a series of military outposts despite continuous resupply 


efforts to the junta troops from the air, effectively clearing the military presence in the west 


of the Thanlwin River. The coalition of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the 
People’s Defence Force (PDF) achieved success by capturing about 10 military outposts 
around the Kawkareik-Myawaddy Asia Highway in the Brigade (6) territory. 

In Karen State, vital roads, highways, and towns are now under the control of revolutionary 
forces, with certain territories emerging as liberated areas free from the presence of the 


Myanmar military. 


Mon State 


In Kyaikto Township, targeted attacks were carried out on the Survey Department Office, 
Moke Pa Lin checkpoint, and Thein Za Yat Police Station while military activities unfolded in 
Thaton Township, Bilin Township, and Paung Township. In Kyaikmaraw Township, the 
military is attempting to retake the Chaung Hnit Khwa outpost while making defensive 
preparations throughout Thaton District. 

Both districts of Thaton and Mawlamyine in Mon State experienced substantial combat 


actions. 


Karenni (Kayah) State 

In Karenni (Kayah) State, intense fighting erupted in Loikaw, Shadaw, and Hpruso townships 
while the military attempted to send a reinforcement convoy to Mese Township. The enemy 
launched an attack on the Demoso-Hproso Road, utilizing extensive heavy artillery and close 


air support. The revolutionary forces retaliated, successfully capturing military outposts in 


east Demoso, and attacked the Pun Chaung outpost in Shadaw Township. In the north of 
Loikaw, the state capital, he Myanmar military troops and revolutionary forces engaged in 
combat. The attack on the central guard post of the Loikaw Regional Operations Command 
(Loikaw ROC) marks a significant development. Currently, a majority of wards in Loikaw are 
under the control of the revolutionary forces. 

The revolutionary forces continue launching attacks on Loikaw, with the objective of 


capturing the state capital of Karenni (Kayah) State. 


Tanintharyi Region 

In the Tanintharyi Region, armed resistance has been observed across all three districts of 
Myeik, Dawei, and Kawthoung. The Palaw General Administration Office and Pala Town 
Garrison were targeted in attacks in Palaw Township. In Launglon Town, a military vehicle 
was struck by a mine, and a combat engagement took place at the checkpoint on a bridge 
leading into Dawei, regional capital. Faced with a manpower shortage, the terrorist military 
is now resorting to forcibly recruiting fishermen in Kyunsu Township. 

In Tanintharyi, the revolutionary defensive war has expanded from rural to urban areas, 


indicating the territorial dominance of the revolutionary forces. 


Yangon Region 
In Yangon Region, Khayan Township Police Station, Kyon Ma Yae checkpoint, and Thongwa 


Township Police Station were targeted in attacks by the People’s Defence Organization 


(PDO) and revolutionary forces employing drones and 40 mm grenade launchers. 
Simultaneously, there has been a surge in attacks on military targets in urban areas. 
Explosions occurred in Thaketa and Thanlyin townships while Soe Win, the deputy leader of 
the Myanmar military, was attending the 76th anniversary of the Thanlyin Naval Base. 
Moreover, in some villages in the Yangon Region, the military is recruiting the local 
population as militia, and those unable to join are demanded for money. 

The increased frequency of attacks in the Yangon area and Yangon Region, particularly on 
urban military targets, indicates a weakening control by the military regime over urban 


terrain. 


Ayeyarwaddy Region 

In Hinthada District and Pathein District of the Ayeyarwaddy Region, the military has 
increased efforts to tighten security measures, intensify recruitment activities, and conduct 
arbitrary arrests. 

2023 December Overview 

In December 2023, numerous towns, military outposts, and bases were successfully seized 
in Sagaing and Magway Region, while several other towns were strategically encircled. In 
Mandalay and Bago Region, the operational capability of the People’s Defence Force (PDF) 
extended to the areas surrounding Mandalay City and the Yangon-Mandalay expressway, 
respectively. The most significant developments unfolded in northern Shan State and 


northern Rakhine State, where the military suffered heavy defeats, resulting in the capture 


of various towns and enemy bases. Along the Kachin front, the majority of enemy outposts 
have been surrounded, effectively containing enemy forces. 

In Karen and Karenni (Kayah) State, revolutionary forces have secured control over strategic 
outposts and lines of communication. In the Tanintharyi Region, the People’s Defence Force 
(PDF) and the People’s Defence Organization (PDO) are advancing toward urban territories. 
Meanwhile, in Yangon Region, well-organized urban military operations have been 
increasingly conducted. 

The overview of December 2023 highlights the successful efforts of the Ministry of Defence, 
the National Unity Government, in penetrating territories with a high enemy presence and 


effectively expanding areas under its control, following its own military strategy. 


Ministry of Defence 


National Unity Government 


